
From: ruth potts [mailto:ruthpotts@hotmail.co.uk] 
Sent: 25 February 2009 12:01
To: Roger Murfin
Subject: RE: European Project
Hi Roger
 
Better late than never!!
 
An independent appeals panel is convened after a child has been excluded from school and the parents wish to appeal against the decision. It is made up of a school governor, a head teacher and a lay person - who must chair. I am a lay member.
We receive the papers 7 days ahead of the meeting and these include the schools case plus the case for the pupil. We check that all proper procedures have been followed, and it gives us a chance to formulate the questions we will ask of both sides.
More care should be given to pupils on special needs register.
In the appeal itself the school present their case then the parent and panel ask questions.
The same happens when the parent presents their case.
We then consider our decision. We have to be sure - balance of probabilities - that the child has done what has been alleged and that the schools response is appropriate. We have to take in to account the effect on other pupils in the school, the disability act, and the pupil himself. Not always easy. If the exclusion is for a one off incident or for a series of incidents we have to make sure all possible measures were taken to avoid permanent exclusion.
We can uphold the decision, reverse it or reverse it but not put the pupil back into the same school. It is sometimes best when relationships between pupil, parents and school have become unworkable.
More and more the incidents in the past couple of years are either drug or knife related.
 
Let me know if you need more.
 
Regards
Ruth

Subject: European Project
Date: Mon, 23 Feb 2009 09:42:19 +0000
From: murfinr@wilsthorpe.derbyshire.sch.uk
To: ruthpotts@hotmail.co.uk
CC: roger.murfin@ntlworld.com

Good Morning Ruth, 
As promised on Saturday, I give below the link to the EU project I am working on. If you would like any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

http://schoolinclusion.pixel-online.org/index.php  
Kind Regards 
Roger 
PS As mentioned I need to grasp all opportunities for 'dissemination'. So that I can fill in the necessary form, could you let me have a few details about your role on the 'exclusions panel' and the work of the panel please?
